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Milwaukee Electric Locomotive
      An informal poll of our Chapter members seems to indicate that your scribe is the only Milwaukee Road fan in the group, and the only electric railfan besides Pete.  But your scribe is going to exercise his prerogotive as the person operating the keyboard and post a cool photo of a Milwaukee Road EF electric “way out west”.  This is one of the 

units that was re-painted into the UP color scheme after the Milwaukee took over forwarding UP passenger trains from Omaha to Chicago.  These units were built way back in the “teens” of the 20 century and were in service all the way to the time the wires came down in the ‘70’s.
The June Meeting
      Summer is here and it appears that members are either on vacation or off doing something beside trains!  Attendance at the June meeting was very low but there was plenty of action!

      Dennis James continued with his quest to make setting up the electric controls as simple as possible.  Lots of drilling, sawing and muttering but it appears he achieved his goal again!

      There were lots of trains.  Hank finally got out his Lionel DRG&W SD 50 and about 20 cars.  It ran as smoothly as can be.  Mark and his boy were running his boy’s train. And Chuck had an interesting prewar train-he sure has lots of neat stuff.

      One of the neatest things around was a tilt-a-whirl that Gary constructed out of Erector Set parts.  Here is where you can see for yourself. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_pE2f8GJQMA 
Please excuse the thumb in the beginning.  I didn’t realize I had done that until I got home and it was too late to take another video.
      Since the President was not present, your scribe asked if anyone wanted a business meeting.  The business session was cancelled due to a lack of interest.  
First Reservation In For The Swap Meet
       Our November swap meet is already off and running.  Our first table reservation has arrived.  Ed King, our chapter ambassador to Iowa has checked in for two tables. 
A Visit To Candlight Lodge
      On Thursday, May 19, President Lou Eggerding paid a visit to Candlight Lodge.  The administrator had asked our club to bring a train to display for about an hour for the residents.   Lou has a small layout that he can transport.  He took the layout and some trains.  Another person brought radio control cars to demonstrate.
Columbia Star Dinner Train
      Your scribe had an opportunity to talk to someone involved with the dinner train.  Seems that when the cars were refurbished on the outside, nothing was done on the inside.  The person involved said that the insides were “nasty”.  The owner has been busy refurbishing the inside of the cars ever since the train arrived in Columbia.  The work has taken a little longer than the owner anticipated which is why the regular runs have not yet started.  But hang on, the date is getting near.  The dinner train web site is:  www.dinnertrain.com/.  
Speaking of Meets

       Your scribe was not able to find any local meets or shows for June.  The next meet appears to be a Great Train Expo in Bellville at the end of July.  Stay tuned for more information.
The July Meeting

      The next regularly scheduled meeting date will be the first Wednesday in July-the 6th.  Mark your calendars now!  Bring some trains to run!
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